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A Ramsay Mae])onald\s ability as a speaker was a potent
factor in his success, it was an interesting experience to
go to a meeting addressed by him, to stand behind the scenes,
as it were, and watch the. orator in action. Then* is a fascina-
tion in noting how a master of the speaker's craft awakens the
emotions of a great audience, as a gifted musician would, and
in observing, moreover, the reactions of the crowd under the
spell of his eloquence.
MacDonukTs fame as an orator was widespread. Much,
sought after, he readily accepted invitations to speak in all
parts of the. country, lie certainly did not span* himself. lie
travelled thousands of miles to meetings and many a cold and
weary night has he spent in the train between London and
Scotland, lie gave his services willingly and gratuitously. By
this means, he made himself known to the rank and (He of the
Labour Movement up and clown the country, and so estab-
lished that; reputation in Scotland which was so helpful to him,
when, on his return to Parliament in t<j(,!'*\ he, challenged
Clyncs for the leadership of the 'Parliamentary Labour Party.
It was the prestige he attained at these meetings for Socialist
propaganda that largely determined how the Scots Members
voted on that momentous occasion,
On Sunday, 8 October 1916, a great political meeting was
held in Glasgow. It met under the auspices of the Independent
Labour Party, and was a memorial gathering in honour of one
who was a pioneer of British Socialism, James Keir Hardie*
The plaee was well chosen. Glasgow is the most politically
eonseioxis eity in Great Britain. Two Prime Ministers claim
Glasgow as their own,, and many notable statesmen have been
amongst its citizens.
The late Lord Oxford has borne testimony to the high level
of political intelligence of its people, and declared that, keen
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